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Section Erythrosperma

• Typically known as the small dandelions of dry 

ground, eg dunes, eskers, dry grasslands

Characterised by:
• Small and delicate, often with highly dissected leaves.

(T. inopinatum has spotted leaves).

• Exterior bracts are <9 mm long, and usually <7 mm.

• Open capitulum is usually <30 mm in diameter, often less.

• Many species lack pollen and/or have yellow styles.

• Achenes are frequently reddish to dark purple in colour 

with a narrowly cylindrical cone c. 1 mm

cone
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Section Obliqua

• 2 specialist sea shore species 

Characterised by:
• Small plants with dissected leaves.

• Usually 6 or more pairs of lateral lobes

• Exterior bracts usually 6-7 mm.

• Capitula 10-30 mm in diameter.

• Pollen present or not.

• Achenes grey-brown, cone pyramidal, short c. 

0.4 mm 

• Easily confused with Section Erythrosperma

species (especially T. haworthianum) but have 

greyish achenes with a short, conical cone.
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Section Palustria

• primarily occur in wet, mineral-rich grassland and 

fen habitats – high quality species!

• 5 species (+?)

Characterised by:

• leaves unlobed or with simple lobes. 

• appressed or loosely appressed, ovate outer 

bracts with broadly bordered margins.

• ±long cylindrical cone on the achene.
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Jan Kirschner with T. amarellum, 

Mulloughmore 1994 5
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Section Naevosa

• Often damp grasslands and uplands

Characterised by:
• Dark spotting on the upper surface of the leaf (rarely 

absent, rarely occurs in other sections)

• Leaves typically roughly hairy, coarsely lobed.

• Midrib often green and red interwoven.

• Outer row of exterior bracts erect to recurved.

• Ligules striped grey, grey-purple, purple, red-purple 

(rarely red). 

• Pollen present or absent

• Achene body (including cone) < 4.0 mm, narrowly top-

shaped.
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Interpretation of characters: Spotted leaves – very black spots

Yes, Sect Naevosa No, feeding damage T. 

sahlinianum
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Interwoven midrib

Sections:

•Celtica

•Hamata 

•Spectabilia

•Naevosa

sahlinianum

palmeri
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Section Spectabilia

• Semi-upland species of damp grassland

Characterised by:
• Small to medium-sized plants 

• Olive-green or grey-green, entire or simply lobed, spathulate 

leaves which are variable spotted or blotched, 

• Red and green striped midribs, 

• Erect to appressed exterior bracts, 

• Red to purple-striped ligules 

• Pollen usually absent 

• Achenes 4–5 mm long, broad 

• Only 1 common species T. faeroense (4 rare)

• very variable

• appressed bracts

• Incomplete red stripes on ligules
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Section Celtica

• mostly good quality species of banks and 

grassland 

Characterised by:
• Medium-sized.

• Usually have rather flat, smooth, simply lobed, 

unspotted leaves. 

• Midribs often interwoven red and green.

• Involucres are often pruinose and bluish-green and 

exterior bracts do not exceed 12 mm in length.

• Innermost exterior bracts are usually patent to erect 

(not arcuate). 

• Many lack pollen and have stigmas which dry yellow.
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Section Hamata

• common, amongst first to flower

Characterised by:
• Leaf dark bottle-green (‘Great Western Railway green’), 

unspotted.

• Lateral leaf-lobes ‘hamate’ (recurved with a ± convex distal 

margin).

• Midrib above with interwoven red and green strands

• Exterior bracts rather blue-green and pruinose, usually <12 

mm long, spreading-arcuate (except T. hamatum)

• Pollen always present, stigmas never drying pure yellow
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Section Ruderalia

• Largest section, very difficult group

Characterised by:
• Slender to robust plants

• Leaves often complexly folded and lobed in three dimensions

• Leaves usually not spotted, though blotches may be present at 

internodes

• Midribs usually uniformly green or red (no interwoven red and 

green stripes)

• Bracts often recurved to reflexed and more than 10 mm long 

• Pollen present (except 3 species)

• Achene body short and stubby 2.5-3.5 mm, cone 0.3-0.8(-1) mm 
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Section Taraxacum

• Rare arctic-alpines in Scotland, very exciting

Characterised by:
• Leaf bright green, usually unspotted (one spotted).

• Petioles green

• Midribs pale to flushed

• Bracts 7-14 mm, erect to recurved

• Heads said to be golden yellow (I don’t find this convincing)

• Pollen present or absent


