We want to make moving in and living in your home
as easy and enjoyable as possible. This includes your
garden if you have one. This leaflet will give you
tips on how to maintain a healthy garden and give
advice on hedging, bushes and trees.

Places to live. Space to grow.



What we can do to help:

We offer a scheme to help you to look after your garden:

Garden assistance — A free service for tenants who meet the set criteria. This service includes grass
cutting to the front, rear and side gardens eight times a year. If there are hedges in the gardens,
these will be cut twice a year. The scheme does not include flower beds. If accepted, you will be
on this service until you are no longer a West Kent resident.

For more details or to apply, visit our website www.westkent.org/gardeninghelp or call us on
01732 749400.
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We ask that bushes, hedging and trees are not planted within two metres of your home or
neighbouring homes, as any closer may cause structural damage.

Please fill out an online form if you wish to plant a hedge or tree in their garden. This will help us to
know what is planted where and help to advise you on the best options for your garden.

We take health and safety seriously, so if a tree is deemed unsafe due to being overgrown or too close
to a property we will act. This might mean completing the work to make the tree safe, and potentially
recharging this back to you.

Always check to see whether a tree has a tree preservation order. If it does, you must apply with your
local council before doing any work to the tree. If you don't, you could be faced with a large fine.
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